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May 13, 2005 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
In accordance with 37 CFR §1.56 and §1. 97(b), the 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of 
these references are submitted herewith. 

European Patent Application No. EP 0 416 039 
German Patent Application No. DE 101 33 542 
German Patent Application No. DE 43 17 259 
German Patent Application No. DE 196 47 897 



The aforementioned references were cited in the 
"Background of the Invention" section of the present 
application. Accordingly, no further discussion is believed 
to be necessary. 

German Patent Application No. DE 197 16 985 

European Patent Application No. EP 1 055 912 

German Patent Application No. DE 195 20 299 
U.S. Patent No. 6,373,241 

German Patent Application No. DE 100 46 584 

European Patent Application No. EP 1 111 343 

German Patent Application No. DE 195 03 335 

European Patent Application No. EP 1 034 267 

The aforementioned references were cited in the 
International Search Report of the International Patent 
Application No. PCT/EP2003/01 0962 from which the present 
application claims priority. 

Applicant respectfully requests that this prior art be 
considered during the examination of this application. 



No action has issued in the above -identified 
application therefore, it is respectfully submitted that 
fee is due at this time under 37 CFR §1. 97(b). 



MILDE & HOFFBERG, LLP 

io Bank Street - Suite 460 

White Plains, NY 10606 

(914) 949-3100 



I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks, Washington, DC 20231 
on 



Respectfully submitted. 




MAY 13, 2005 



MILDE & HOFFBERG, LLP 
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